Pituitary carcinoma with a single metastasis causing cervical spinal cord compression. Case report.
Pituitary carcinoma is rare, with fewer than 100 cases having been reported in the English-language literature. The diagnosis of pituitary carcinoma requires the demonstration of cerebrospinal and/or systemic metastases rather than local invasion. The lesion carries a poor prognosis; fewer than 50% of patients survive beyond 1 year after diagnosis. In this report the authors describe the case of a 68-year-old man who had undergone transsphenoidal debulking surgery and pituitary radiotherapy 4 years earlier for a pituitary adenoma. He presented with cervical cord compression due to a single metastasis from pituitary carcinoma. The authors discuss the management of this entity and review the literature for current opinion on the pathogenesis of these tumors, factors resulting in malignant transformation, and the reliability of markers that predict future malignant behavior. Evidence for the various treatment modalities is also appraised.